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Securities and Exchange Commission § 240.0–6 

§ 240.0–4 Nondisclosure of information 
obtained in examinations and in-
vestigations. 

Information or documents obtained 
by officers or employees of the Com-
mission in the course of any examina-
tion or investigation pursuant to sec-
tion 17(a) (48 Stat. 897, section 4, 49 
Stat. 1379; 15 U.S.C. 78q(a)) or 21(a) (48 
Stat. 899; 15 U.S.C. 78u(a)) shall, unless 
made a matter of public record, be 
deemed confidential. Except as pro-
vided by 17 CFR 203.2, officers and em-
ployees are hereby prohibited from 
making such confidential information 
or documents or any other non-public 
records of the Commission available to 
anyone other than a member, officer or 
employee of the Commission, unless 
the Commission or the General Coun-
sel, pursuant to delegated authority, 
authorizes the disclosure of such infor-
mation or the production of such docu-
ments as not being contrary to the 
public interest. Any officer or em-
ployee who is served with a subpoena 
requiring the disclosure of such infor-
mation or the production of such docu-
ments shall appear in court and, unless 
the authorization described in the pre-
ceding sentence shall have been given, 
shall respectfully decline to disclose 
the information or produce the docu-
ments called for, basing his or her re-
fusal upon this section. Any officer or 
employee who is served with such a 
subpoena shall promptly advise the 
General Counsel of the service of such 
subpoena, the nature of the informa-
tion or documents sought, and any cir-
cumstances which may bear upon the 
desirability of making available such 
information or documents. 
(Sec. 19, 48 Stat. 85; sec. 20, 48 Stat. 86; sec. 
21, 48 Stat. 899; sec. 23, 48 Stat. 901; sec. 18, 49 
Stat. 831; sec. 20, 49 Stat. 833; sec. 319, 53 
Stat. 1173; sec. 321, 53 Stat. 1174; sec. 38, 54 
Stat. 841; sec. 42, 54 Stat. 842; sec. 209, 54 
Stat. 853; sec. 211, 54 Stat. 855; sec. 1, 76 Stat. 
394. (15 U.S.C. 77s, 77t, 78u, 78w, 79r, 79t, 77sss, 
77uuu, 80a–37, 80a–41, 80b–9, 80b–11, 78d–1)) 
[44 FR 50836, Aug. 30, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 17459, May 17, 1988] 

§ 240.0–5 Reference to rule by obsolete 
designation. 

Wherever in any rule, form, or in-
struction book specific reference is 
made to a rule by number or other des-
ignation which is now obsolete, such 

reference shall be deemed to be made 
to the corresponding rule or rules in 
the existing general rules and regula-
tions. 
[13 FR 8179, Dec. 22, 1948] 

§ 240.0–6 Disclosure detrimental to the 
national defense or foreign policy. 

(a) Any requirement to the contrary 
notwithstanding, no registration state-
ment, report, proxy statement or other 
document filed with the Commission or 
any securities exchange shall contain 
any document or information which, 
pursuant to Executive order, has been 
classified by an appropriate depart-
ment or agency of the United States 
for protection in the interests of na-
tional defense or foreign policy. 

(b) Where a document or information 
is omitted pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section, there shall be filed, in lieu 
of such document or information, a 
statement from an appropriate depart-
ment or agency of the United States to 
the effect that such document or infor-
mation has been classified or that the 
status thereof is awaiting determina-
tion. Where a document is omitted pur-
suant to paragraph (a) of this section, 
but information relating to the subject 
matter of such document is neverthe-
less included in material filed with the 
Commission pursuant to a determina-
tion of an appropriate department or 
agency of the United States that dis-
closure of such information would not 
be contrary to the interests of national 
defense or foreign policy, a statement 
from such department or agency to 
that effect shall be submitted for the 
information of the Commission. A reg-
istrant may rely upon any such state-
ment in filing or omitting any docu-
ment or information to which the 
statement relates. 

(c) The Commission may protect any 
information in its possession which 
may require classification in the inter-
ests of national defense or foreign pol-
icy pending determination by an appro-
priate department or agency as to 
whether such information should be 
classified. 

(d) It shall be the duty of the reg-
istrant to submit the documents or in-
formation referred to in paragraph (a) 
of this section to the appropriate de-
partment or agency of the United 
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